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NC DISTRICT REVIEW    

 S B A H O N O R S  2011  NC S M A L L  
B U S I N E S S  P E R S O N  O F  T H E  Y E A R   

Karen Caruso, CEO of Mind Your Business, Inc. (MYB)  of Hendersonville, NC 
was named North Carolina’s 2011 Small Business Person of the Year.  MYB offers 
pre-employment screening, applicant background checks and drug testing services 
to individuals, corporate and government clients. Karen Caruso was inspired to start 
the business in 1995 while watching an Oprah Winfrey show on abusive child care 
providers. Caruso’s early career was in security, she knew how to conduct back-
ground checks.  Seeing a gap in the market, she focused on applicant screening   
services to the childcare industry.  In 1996, Mind Your Business, Inc. (MYB) was 
launched in the basement of her New Jersey home with two employees and $2,500. 
 
SBA also celebrates individuals who have fulfilled a commitment to advancing 
small business opportunities.  Congratulations to the winners.  In December 2010, 
MYB was approved for a $25,000 SBA Express loan through First Citizens’ Bank 
to market the visitor management software. 
 

 

2011 NC FINANCIAL SERVICES CHAMPION OF THE YEAR AWARD 
John. R. Canosa, Jr., VP 

Surrey Bank and Trust 
Mount Airy, NC 

 
2011 NC MINORITY SMALL BUSINESS CHAMPION OF THE YEAR 

Annette H. Stevenson 
SAS Institute, Inc. 

Cary, NC 
 

2011 NC VETERANS SMALL BUSINESS CHAMPION OF THE YEAR 
Mark M. Haupt Sr. 

Converged Services, LLC 
 Raleigh, NC  

 
2011 NC SBA WOMAN CHAMPION OF THE YEAR 

Sherrie Aycock and Tara Olson 
All-Points Research, Inc 

Winston-Salem, NC 
 

S B A H O N O R S  2010  NC S M A L L   
B U S I N E S S  C H A M P I O N S   
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Active 7(a) Lenders 7(a)   7(a) $'s  504 504 $'s  
          

BB&T 138  $        16,187,400  4  $       2,214,800  
Superior Financial Group 124  $          1,335,000      
Wells Fargo  53  $        29,105,900      
SunTrust Bank 37  $        10,777,000  2  $          929,000  
Surrey B&T 32  $        15,615,000      
Yadkin Valley Bank 31  $          6,895,600  1  $          445,000  
First Financial Bank 30  $        46,225,600      
Borrego Springs Bank 27  $             870,000      
Truliant FCU 23  $          3,664,600      
RBC Bank 20  $          6,829,200  4  $       1,702,537  
Community Bank of Rowan 18  $          9,355,000      
Live Oak Banking Company 15  $        14,894,000      
Select B&T 14  $          1,509,000  1  $          350,000  
Southern B&T 14  $          5,741,300  2  $          496,000  
Southern Community B&T 14  $          2,103,000  1  $          857,355  
First Chatham Bank 11  $        13,391,000      
The Fidelity Bank 11  $          4,394,500  3  $          819,049  
Fifth Third Bank 10  $          5,047,000  1  $          500,000  
TD Bank Natl. Assoc. 8  $          3,952,000      
Fidelity Bank 6  $          5,967,100      
The East Carolina Bank 6  $          1,382,000      
Asheville Savings Bank 5  $             587,900  1  $          332,500  
Bank of Oak Ridge 5  $             827,700      
First-Citizens B&T 5  $          1,197,600  14  $       6,083,420  
Bank of America 4  $          5,225,000  6  $       3,941,526  
Business Carolina, Inc. 4  $          5,305,000      
Capital Bank 4  $             195,000  1  $          150,000  
CBC National Bank 4  $          4,535,000      
CIT 4  $          5,318,000      
Compass Bank 4  $          2,431,700      
Mountain 1st B&T 4  $          1,647,000  1  $          137,500  
American Business Lending, Inc. 3  $          1,552,700      
Celtic Bank Corporation 3  $          2,783,600      
First Bank 3  $          1,711,500  1  $          471,183  
Harrington Bank, FSB 3  $          1,097,300      
Keysource Commercial Bank 3  $          6,335,000      
NewTek Small Business Finance 3  $          2,070,500      
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Active 7(a) Lenders 7(a)   7(a) $'s  504 504 $'s  

          

TrustAtlantic Bank 3  $             751,000  2  $       1,498,450  

Bank of the Carolinas 2  $          1,350,000      

BlueHarbor Bank 2  $             380,000      

CapitalSource Bank 2  $          2,035,000      

Coastal FCU 2  $             195,000      

Community South Bank 2  $          2,358,000      

Cornerstone Bank 2  $          1,175,000      

Four Oaks B&T 2  $             600,900      

NewBridge Bank 2  $             210,700  2  $       2,633,500  

Premier Community Bank 2  $          1,239,000      

Regions Bank 2  $             580,000  2  $       1,475,000  

Sound Banking Company 2  $             155,800      

America First FCU 1  $               25,000      

Capstone Bank 1  $             273,000  3  $       1,847,250  

CIT Bank, Salt Lake City, UT 1  $          3,473,000      

Citizens South Bank 1  $               15,000      

Columbia State Bank 1  $             873,800      

Corning FCU 1  $               40,000      

Evolve B&T 1  $             590,000      

Excel National Bank 1  $             631,900      

Farmers and Merchants Bank 1  $             115,000      

First Intercontinental Bank 1  $             423,000      

First South Bank 1  $             200,000      

First Western SBLC 1  $          2,800,000      

Forest Commercial Bank 1  $             300,000      

Fulton Bank Natl. Assoc. 1  $             180,000      

Home Loan Investment Bank 1  $          4,300,000      

Lumbee Guaranty Bank 1  $          1,950,000      

Navy FCU 1  $             170,800  1  $          799,500  

Self-Help Credit Union 1  $               40,000      

TotalBank 1  $             300,000      

United Central Bank 1  $             285,000      

United Midwest Savings Bank 1  $          1,200,000      

Wilshire State Bank 1  $             965,000      

Total 7(a) $'s 750  $      278,242,600      
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504 Participating Lenders         
          
HomeTrust Bank     3  $             2,241,450  
Zions First National Bank     2  $             4,746,100  
American Community Bank     1  $                464,000  
Aquesta Bank     1  $             1,000,000  
Citizens First Bank     1  $                692,500  
First Citizens Bank - Ft. Deposit, AL     1  $                  93,000  
First Citizens Bank - Glennville, GA     1  $                451,000  
NCB, FSB     1  $                375,000  
New Century Bank     1  $                530,000  
North State Bank     1  $                724,563  
Park Sterling     1  $                825,000  
Randolph B&T     1  $             1,265,000  
      68  $           41,091,183  
          

Certified Development Corps.         

          

BEFCOR 20  $          5,554,000      

Self-Help Ventures Fund 12  $          6,514,000      
Neuse River Dev. 11  $          4,125,000      
Centralina Dev. 9  $          4,232,000      
Avista 7  $          6,475,000      
Wilmington Industrial Dev. 5  $          3,495,000      
Northwest Piedmont Dev. 2  $             850,000      
Region E. Dev. 1  $             351,000      
Smoky Mountain Dev. 1  $             188,000      
Total 504 $'s 68  $        31,784,000      
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